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movements. Some of his finest addresses were given to the
Komsomol. Like Lenin, the Party realised that the fulfilment
of their aims lay in the hands of youth, and its organisation
and upbringing played a large part in their deliberations.
The Young Communist League. The age limits for membership
for this are fourteen and twenty-three. As Party membership
begins at eighteen, it means that some of the members of the
Komsomol are at the same time members of the Communist
Party. This enables the Party to have more direct control
over the Komsomol. The duty of watching over the Young
Communist League is actually delegated to Party members, who
are also members of the Y.C.L. Admission to the Y.C.L. is simple
for a son or daughter of a peasant or worker. Should the appli-
cant for admission belong to the class of office employees, then
he requires the recommendation of two Komsomols of two years'
standing, and of a Party member of three years' standing.
Children of kulak or bourgeois origin are dealt with individually.
After acceptance there is a probationary period up to eighteen
months. A Komsomol must attain political literacy—that is,
have a knowledge of dialectical materialism, of Marxist eco-
nomics, etc.—within three years of election to membership. If he
fails to satisfy the committee at the end of the period he is
not accepted. He or she can be expelled for " conduct unbecom-
ing to a Komsomol," such as drunkenness, obscenity, etc., or for
persistent refusal to pay dues. The Komsomol must be anti-
religious. Members are expected to keep themselves physically
fit for labour and for defence of the country. They must be ready
to help in all campaigns for the improvement of the country.
At a recent congress (1935) it was decided that there was no
longer the need to use the Komsomol in all kinds of industrial
campaigns. It was agreed to concentrate on the education of the
Komsomol.
The National Komsomol Congress* held annually, elects the
central executive committee, which meets five or six times a
year. The committee elects sub-committees, which meet weekly.

